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SACRIFICE

Activity: Decisions in Postwar America:
Remembrance of our Nation’s Fallen Heroes
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Guiding question:

What options did families have in honoring the loss of loved ones
after World War Il and what were the costs of these options?

Grade Level(s): 9-12

Subject(s): Social Studies

Cemetery Connection: Luxembourg American Cemetery
Fallen Hero Connection: Staff Sergeant Charles F. Simcox
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Activity: Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation's Fallen Heroes

Overview

Students will have an opportunity to understand the
choice American families had regarding the burial of
servicemembers lost in World War Il. After introducing
students to the options available to families of those killed
during the war, students will consider the pros and cons of

different options. Then they will look at primary sources from
the era to help them consider the choices available and why
families made the choices they did. Finally, they will see what

information exists today to help them evaluate the relative
options in hindsight.

Historical Context

World War Il cost the lives of more than 400,000 Americans.
For those who died in World War Il for whom remains could
be found and identified, families had a choice between
repatriation of their loved ones’bodies for burial in national
or private cemeteries in the United States or burial overseas
at an American military cemetery. For servicemembers who
immigrated to the U.S., families could choose to have the
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remains returned to a home country. This was an important and difficult choice for next of kin.
However, this decision allowed them the choice to honor the sacrifice of Americans in the lands

they helped to liberate in the 1940s.

Objectives

At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

* Identify the various costs and benefits involved in the burial of U.S. Armed Forces

personnel in Europe following World War II; and

* Empathize with the difficult decision next of kin had to make regarding the disposition

of remains of Americans who were lost in the war.
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Standards Connections

Connections to Common Core
CCSS.ELA_Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary
and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the
course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several
primary and secondary sources.

Connections to C3 Framework
D2.Geo.11.9-12 Evaluate how economic globalization and the expanding use of scarce
resources contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among countries.

D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context.

Documents Used x indicates an aBMC source

Primary Sources

An Act to Provide for the Evacuation and Return of the Remains of Certain Persons who Died and
are Buried Outside the Continental Limits of the United States, August 5, 1947

Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/80th-congress/session-1/c80s1ch497.pdf

% "American Military Cemeteries in Europe,' American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A
History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

American Battle Monuments Commission
https://abmceducation.org/sites/default/files/activity/BlueBookExcerpt.pdf

% Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead

American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmceducation.org/sites/default/files/activity/Disposition%200f%20WWI1%20
Armed%?20Forces%20Dead.pdf
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Film, Decision, 1946
National Archives and Records Administration (111-M-1317)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TVugaEinIM

Secondary Sources

Y American Battle Monuments Commission
https://abmc.gov

% Cemeteries and Memorials Map
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/

cemeteries-memorials-map#zoom=2&Iat=26.74561&lon=-54.84375&layers=BT

% "Decision"
ABMC Education
https://www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/decision

Materials

Computer with internet capability and speakers
Information Regarding Overseas Burials Summary Sheet

Lesson Preparation

Preview the Information Regarding Overseas Burials Summary Sheet.

Review the information found at the ABMC Education website to better understand the options
available for the next of kin such as the pamphlet entitled Disposition of World War Il Armed
Forces Dead.

Teachers can review information regarding the cemeteries available today at the ABMC website
(https://abmc.gov/), including the Cemeteries and Memorials Map to learn more about the
cemeteries and memorials today.

Preview the excerpt from American Armies and Battlefields in Europe.

Select resources for activity two based on the needs of your students and print copies or share
electronically.
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Procedure

Activity One: Introducing the Decision: Service and Sacrifice (5 minutes)

* Ask students, When discussing World War Il, a U.S. history textbook author mused that “only the
Civil War involved a comparable commitment of military service from a generation.” How do you
react to this statement?

* Lead a discussion and push students to reflect on what sacrifices World War Il entailed for the
American people.

* Ask students to consider what tasks were necessary for government and the people at the end
of the war (burial of the dead and memorialization).

¢ Conclude this part of the lesson by asking students to brainstorm benefits and drawbacks of
overseas burial.

Activity Two: Memory from the Home Front (10 minutes)

* Clarify for students the four options available to next of kin. Remind students that practices for
World War Il were similar to that of World War |, but different from the Civil War and conflicts
since World War II.

* Make available to students information consistent with what next of kin had available in the
World War Il era. This will help students understand what difficulty they might have had making
such a decision. Teachers can make any or all of the following information available for students
to examine and discuss:

© Share images of one or two ABMC World War | cemeteries, reminding students that such
cemeteries would be examples the next of kin at that time would likely be aware. The ABMC
website makes such photos available. Recommended cemeteries include Meuse-Argonne
American Cemetery and Flanders Field American Cemetery.

©  Share the excerpt from American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and
Reference Book.

© Share images of one or two national cemeteries, reminding students that fallen heroes from
World War | were also buried at home in national cemeteries and that families would have
known of these.

* Lead students in dialogue about the benefits and drawbacks for burial overseas from the
families’ point of view.

* Conclude this part of the lesson by engaging in dialogue with the students about what families
most often chose. Ask:

© The majority chose repatriation. Why might that have been the case?

©  What does this help us understand about the sacrifice made by those who chose overseas
interment?

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation's Fallen Heroes

Activity Three: Decision (30 minutes)

Introduce 1946 short film, Decision. Establish context by identifying year of production (1946)
and authorship (the U.S. War Department).

Play the film.
Debrief from video. Encourage discussion regarding the following topics:

©  Why did the creators of this film choose the characters in this film?
©  What elements of the story or characters seem realistic to that time period?
© Isthere a choice students perceive the film wants its audience to take?

Share summary with students regarding what families chose to do. Majority of families with
the choice opted for repatriation. Also, share figures about cost to the U.S. government for
repatriation as well as overseas burial.

Turn the discussion to the role of the cemeteries today. Lead a discussion regarding the

benefits and drawbacks of these memorials today.

©  How did the families who chose to have their loved ones interred here contribute to the
memorialization of the war and America’s contributions to victory?

Ask students to revisit the benefits and drawbacks identified in the first part of the lesson. How
has the passage of time changed or modified the answers on that list?

Ask students to reflect on what role the cemeteries overseas have in honoring the service and
sacrifice of the nation in World War Il. Also, ask students to consider the role families back then
played in shaping memory of the war today.

Assessment

Assign students to select one of the following questions to respond to in written form. If
preferred, teachers can select a question based on the level of his/her students.

©  What decision might you have made if you were next of kin to a fallen hero in World War I1?

©  Might families have made different decisions regarding burial overseas if they knew what these
cemeteries serve as today?

©  Whatis the most important role our nation’s overseas cemeteries play today?
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Methods for Extension:

* Teachers can use the video commentary featuring Dr. Christopher Hamner found on the ABMC
Education website to assist with analyzing the film, Decision.

* Teachers can enhance students’interest in the role of cemeteries and memorialization by
exploring these related lesson plans on ABMCEducation.org:

© Honoring Sacrifice: Examining Why Dutch People Have Adopted the Graves of American
Service Members

© Design a Battle Monument

© Sacrifice, Loss and Honor: A Simulation of the Homefront in World War Il

% Who's Who and Why?: Examining the Sculptures at Lorraine American Cemetery

Adaptations:

¢ Teachers can focus more on visual or textual sources based on the needs of their students.

¢ Teachers can turn the final assessment into a presentation or podcast if desired.
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Information Regarding Overseas Burials Summary Sheet

Options Available to Families:
* Burial in a permanent American military cemetery overseas.
* Repatriation: Return of remains to U.S. for burial in a private cemetery or in a national cemetery.
* Return of remains to a foreign country which was the homeland of the deceased or next of kin.
* These options are very similar to those available to next of kin in World War I.

¢ |n conflicts after World War |l the remains of all servicemen and servicewomen are
repatriated to the United States for interment.

Legislation Regarding Repatriation:

* Signed into law in 1946

Allowed for repatriations until end of 1951

Cost: $200 million

Each repatriation cost an estimated $700.00

Families could have as much as $50 of burial cost paid for by U.S. government

The Burial of Our Fallen Heroes:

e There are 14 ABMC commemorative cemeteries for World War Il dead. Six of them are
in France. Two each are in Belgium and Italy. Britain, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the
Philippines, and Tunisia each have one.

e There are 92,958 individuals from World War Il buried overseas in ABMC cemeteries.
* Next of kin requested the return of 171,539 remains.

America’s Overseas Military Cemeteries Today:

* A visitor welcome center is part of every commemorative cemetery.

* Facilities at military cemeteries include a chapel, memorials, and often murals, mosaics,
maps, and other artwork that interpret the course of the war in the region in which the
cemetery is located and honor the fallen.

* Infiscal year 2018 the agency'’s total expenditures equaled $87.6 million.
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe,’ Page 457

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation’s Fallen Heroes | Handouts

American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 458
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Activity: Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation’s Fallen Heroes | Handouts

American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 459
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 460
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe,’ Page 461
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Activity: Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation’s Fallen Heroes | Handouts

American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe,” Page 462
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 463
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 464
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 465
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 466

SURESNES AMERICAN CEMETERY NEAR PARIS

N the slopes of Mont Valérien, 5
miles from the heart of Paris, is
located the Suresnes Cemetery containing
1,541 graves. The men buried there are
mainly those who died during the World
War in hospitals located in Paris or at
other places in the Services of Supply.
The cemetery is entered through an
ornamental, wrought-iron gateway, and
paths lead from it directly to the impres-
sive chapel of an early colonial design.
From its site against the steep wooded
hillside, the chapel looks out over the

SURESNES
AMERICAN

fields of white marble headstones, and
from its terrace a fine panorama of a
large part of the city of Paris is obtained.

Inside the chapel is an artistic marble
altar flanked by large marble urns con-
taining green shrubbery. The effect of
these is heightened by the beautiful
mosaic above them depicting the Angel
of Victory laying a tribute upon the
tombs of the soldier dead. The interior
of the chapel is illuminated by a subdued
light from six attractive stained-glass
windows and on the walls are bronze
tablets giving the names of American
soldiers and sailors whose grave is the
sea.! Carved benches have been pro-
vided for meditation and prayer.

Nature has aided with a generous hand
the careful planning which created this
peaceful resting place and a visit to honor
these soldier dead is recommended when
the trees and shrubs are in flower.

The reception building which contains
facilities for visitors is located at the
southern end of the cemetery.

The town of Suresnes can be easily
reached from Paris by train, autobus or
automobile. The cemetery is only about
200 yards from the main railroad station.

1 Additional names of those men who have no grave
except the sea are given in the Brookwood chapel.
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe,’ Page 467
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 468

American Cemetery Near Brookwood, England
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 469
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)

"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 470

|
Entrance, Aisne-Marne Cemetery
Chapel Window in the Altar of Chapel Altar of Chapel
Meuse-Argonne Cemetery in the Somme Cemetery in the Brookwood Cemetery
Line of Crosses in the Brookwood Cemetery Bronze Gates at the Somme Cemetery
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American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: A History, Guide, and Reference Book (excerpt)
"American Military Cemeteries in Europe," Page 471

Altar of Chapel y Monument in the
in the Meuse-Argonne Cemetery St. Mihiel Cemetery

-

© Mosaic and Altar of Chapel at the Suresnes Cemetery

A Corner of the Flanders Field Cemetery
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An Act to Provide for the Evacuation and Return of the Remains of Certain Persons who
Died and are Buried Qutside the Continental Limits of the United States, August 5, 1947

61 STAT.] 80TH CONG., 1sT SESS.—CH. 497—AUG. 5, 1947 779
[CHAPTER 497]

. AN ACT August 5, 1047
To amend the Act entitled “An Act to provide for the evacuation and return of [H. R. 3304]

the remains of certain persons who died and are buried outside the continental ~ [FPublic Law 3%
limits of the United States”, approved May 16, 1946, in order to provide for

the shipment of the remains of World War II dead to the homeland of the

deceased or of next of kin, to provide for the disposition of group and mass

burials, to provide for the burial of unknown American World War II dead in

United States military cemeteries to be established overseas, to authorize the

Secretary of War to acquire land overseas and to establish United States mili-

tary cemeteries thereon, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act of  Retun of remaius
May 16, 1946, entitled “An Act to provide for the evacuation and buricd eatsiae™0. 8
return of the remains of certain persons who died and are buried
outside the continental limits of the United States” (Public Law 383,
Seventy-ninth Congress), is hereby amended to read as follows: SUBtEE 1B &

“That the Congress hereby declares it to be in the public interest ss1su-is.. Fe
to provide for the interment of the remains of certain persons who
died on or after September 3, 1939, and whose remains are buried
in places located outside the continental limits of the United States
and could not be returned to their homeland for burial due to wartime
shipping restrictions, by authorizing their permanent interment out-
side the continental limits of the United States or their evacuation
and return either to their homeland or to the homeland of their
next of kin, and to centralize in one agency the task of accomplishing
the purpose of this Act.

“Skc. 2. All activities herein provided for are hereby made a respon- ~ Responsibility.
sibility of the Secretary of War, except as expressly reserved to the
American Battle Monuments Commission by section 9 of this Act.

“Src. 3. The Secretary of War is hereby authorized and directed
upon application by the next of kin in the case of individual identified
remains to return such remains to the homeland of the decedent or
of his next of kin for interment at places designated by the next of
kin, including national cemeteries provided such remains are entitled
to interment therein; and he is further authorized at his own discre-
tion in the case of group or mass burials, which include the remains
of one or more known individuals, to cause them to be interred
in such places as he may direct: Provided, That this Act shall apply ~ Applicabllity.
only to the remains of persons who died on or after September 3, 1939,
and are buried outside the continental limits of the United States,
and who were— )

“(a) members of the armed forces of the United States who
died in the service; ]

“(b) civilian officers and employees of the United States;

“(¢) citizens of the United States who served in the armed
forces of any government at war with Germany, Italy, or Japan
and who died while in such service and who were citizens of the
United States at the time of such service; ) )

“(d) citizens of the United States whose homes are in fact in
the United States and whose death outside the continental limits
thereof can be directly attributed to the war or who died while
employed or otherwise engaged in activities contributing to the
prosecution of the war; and . . .

“(e) such other citizens of the United States, the disposition of
the remains of whom under the provisions of this Act would, m
the discretion of the Secretary of War, serve the public interest. —

“Sgc. 4. With respect to the remains of all persons who are mcluded, U8 10T
in the categories set forth in the preceding section of this Act, the sideU.8.

Identified remains.
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An Act to Provide for the Evacuation and Return of the Remains of Certain Persons who
Died and are Buried Qutside the Continental Limits of the United States, August 5, 1947

780 PUBLIC LAWS—CHS. 497, 498—AUG. 5, 1947 [61 STaAT.

Secretary of War is further authorized and directed upon applica-
tion by the next of kin in the case of individual identified remains, and
authorized at his own discretion in the case of unidentified remains
and in all cases of identified remains which are not returned to the
homeland under the provisions of this Act to inter the remains in
United States military cemeteries established outside the continental
limits of the United States. . .
Jphcauisition of land  “Sgc, 5, The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to acquire by
' purchase, gift, or devise, without submission to the Attorney General
of the United States under the provisions of section 355 of the Re-
vised Statutes (34 U. S. C. 520; 40 U. S. C. 255), land or interest in
land in foreign countries necessary for the purposes of this Act, and
to establish thereon United States military cemeteries. Cemeteries
established by the Secretary of War under the authority of this Act
ot &1  are subject to the provisions of section 12, Public Law 456, Seventy-
ninth Congress.
uoules and reguls-  “Spg, 6, The Secretary of War is authorized to preseribe such rules
and regulations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes and
provisions of this Act.
(yAppropristions su- “Src. 7. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated from time
inte, D. 635, to time such sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
this Act, said sums to be made available for civil functions adminis-
tered by the War Department, ‘Cemeterial expenses, War Depart-
ment’, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War.
etacrminstionof Act,  “Spc, 8, This Act and the authority granted therein and all rules and
regulations promulgated thereunder shall terminate on December 31,
1951, or upon such earlier date as may be specified in a proclamation
by the President, or in a concurrent resolution by the two Houses of
Congress as the date beyond which further continuance of the author-
ity granted by this Act is not necessary in the public interest, which-
Prior applieations.  ever date is earliest: Prowvided, That as to any applications provided
for under sections 3 and 4 filed prior to such termination date, the
provisions of this Act and such rules or regulations promulgated pur-
suant thereto shall be treated as remaining in force For the purpose of
prov1gmg for the return or overseas burial of remains in proper
cases.
Design snd con-  Sgc. 9. The American Battle Monuments Commission shall be
Shroad.1meene  golely responsible for the permanent design and construction of the
cemeteries to be established in foreign countries under section 5 of
. this Act and of all buildings, plantings, headstones, and other perma-
struction. | > °"" nent improvements incidental thereto. The Secretary of War is
authorized to undertake such temporary construction as ‘will be neces-
sary for the accomplishment of this Act and to maintain such ceme-
teries in a suitable condition until such time as the functions of
administration thereof shall pass to the American Battle Monuments

%96 0% 1. Commission in accordance with section 12 of Public Law 456, Seventy-
ninth Congress, or any other law,
Approved August 5, 1947.
[CHAPTER 498]
Ay o Tho fon
—_1Z. R.4168]  To ide for the rei i i - i 2
TEoEis et provide for the remcorporatlf(g; (())ft }"I;lll'epluxisls)t(l)gstta of Inter-American Affairs, and

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of i
Dt oo United States of America in Congress assembled, Z}I‘rhat there be, ]f;s f:fj
the date of enactment of this Act, created as an agency of the United
States of America a body corporate with the name of “The Institute
of Inter-American Affairs” (in this Act called the “Institute”).

A
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